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P r o t e s t  c o n c e r n i n g  r e j e c t i o n  o f  p r o p o s a l  f i l e d  
w i t h  G A O  more  t h a n  1 0  w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  
p r o t e s t e r  r e c e i v e d  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  f r o m  t h e  
a g e n c y  o f  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  r e j e c t i o n  i s  u n t i m e l y  
a n d  n o t  f o r  c o n s t d e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  m e r i t s .  

The  G r a n g e v i l l e  Chamber  o f  Commerce ( G r a n g e v i l l e )  
p r o t e s t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i t s  o f f e r  u n d e r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  
No. DTFALL-83-L-00094, i s s u e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (FAA). The  FAA i s s u e d  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  p o t e n t i a l  
l o c a t i o n s  f o r  A u t o m a t e d  F l i g h t  S e r v i c e  S t a t i o n s  (AFSS).  
G r a n g e v i l l e  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t s  p r o p o s a l  was n o t  f a i r l y  
e v a l u a t e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  was ba.sed on  c r i t e r i a  
w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  2 1 . 2 ( c )  o f  o u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  " p r o t e s t s  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  [ w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e ]  
n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  10 [ w o r k i n g ]  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
p r o t e s t  i s  known o r  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  known,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  
e a r l i e r . "  4 C . F . R .  9 2 1 . 2 ( c )  ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  

By l e t t e r  d a t e d  A p r i l  1 7 ,  t h e  F A A  i n f o r m e d  G r a n g e v i l l e  
t h a t  i t s  o f f e r  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a n  
AFSS. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  FAA i n c l u d e d  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  
u t i l i z e d  by t h e  FAA a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  
G r a n g e v i l l e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  G r a n g e v i l l e  was aware o f  i t s  
b a s i s  f o r  p r o t e s t  when i t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  F A A ' s  l e t t e r .  
W h i l e  t h e  r e c o r d  d o e s  n o t  i n d i c a t e  e x a c t l y  when G r a n g e v i l l e  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  l e t t e r ,  i t  is r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  
r e c e i p t  was w i t h i n  1 c a l e n d a r  week .  G r a n g e v i l l e ' s  p r o t e s t  
was n o t  f i l e d  w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e  u n t i l  May 3 0 ,  more  t h a n  10 
w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  G r a n g e v i l l e  knew o r  s h o u l d  h a v e  known 
t h e  'oas i s  € o r  p r o t e s t .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  p r o t e s t  i s  
u n t i m e l y  a n d  n o t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  m e r i t s .  W e s t e r n  
S t a t e  Managemen t  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . ,  B-214427,  March  1 3 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
8 4 - 1  CPD 3 0 5 .  
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We dismiss the motes t .  

Harry R. Van Cleve 
A c t i n g  General Counsel 




